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| Some Time ago addreſſed by 4 Clergyman of the 
_ eſtabliſhed Church to his Popiſh Pariſhioners, 
on the ſame Subject, _ 5 
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OOD-Morrow, my friend: how 


doſt thou do this morning? 


HPapiſt. Very well, tay good friend. I am 
rejoiced to ſee ye 8 Pleaſe to fit down. Pray, 


—_— 


what news do you hear ? 17> is + 

Prot. Nothing particular, only that I am juſt 
come from paying a viſit to three or four friends 
of mine of your communion, and I find their ſu- 


Pius the VIth. has lately iſſued out, according to 


the cuſtom of his Predeceſſors, who grant on 
every 25th year, and on their elevation to the Pa- 


pal throne. I have been alſo told, that the Popiſh 
Chapels throughout the City and Country, are vi- 
ſited with crowds of votaries on this occaſion: a 


has on the minds of the generality of mankind. 
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perſtition and blind zeal exceedingly rouzed by a 
jubilee, which I am informed your new Pope, 


glaring inſtance, in my opinion, of the powerful 
influence which that baneful vice of ſuperſtition” 


VVV 
8 * ee 4 q PR 2 1 
r ; 2 ? | 
FOE as LE" 2 


8 


* 


1 - 
a ITY! 


2 2 .. # * 
©. 3. en a | 
by, J l N 
a e bar 4 
* * # 1 — -4 4 : 
2 ">; l 


5 a . 8 8 
- B * * „ 
; £ \ 


* 
. 
Ly 


3 * 
A n — 
* Nn 
3 TY ex gt n n 
ö _ 
PS : 


* 


1 


. 


Pap. Ss, we live in a country ſtock'd with a va- 
iffe 


riety of different religious ſects, and we find no- 

thing more common among each different ſect, 
than for one to brand the tenets and practices of 
the other with the appellations of error and ſuper- 
ſition. Thus for inſtance: A grave Quaker, 
repleniſhed with the Spirit, looks upen baptiſm ay 
a ſuperſtitious error, and ſmiles at your ſimplicity 
and credulity as well as mine in believing, that the 
interior cleanſing or ſanctiſication of the ſoul can 
be effected by the ſprinkling of a few drops of 


water on a new-born infant, and by muttering, at 
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the (ame time, a ce 


to inform you of what the profeſſors elnerEro- 


croſiers; or of what opinion they entertain of the 


: _ Athanaſian Creed, which your Chureh and mine 


both hold in equal veneration. To eonclude, Sir; 
a modern free-thinker, who fancies he moves in a 
faperior ſphere of knowledge above all other ſects, 
inveigh* »gainft the entire fyſtem of Chriſtianity, 
and Gey.ores our intellectual liberties cramped by 
the behef of ſo many abſurd erroneous tenets. 
Poyot. I do not pretend, Sir, that the aſperſions 
thrown upon the doctrine and tenets of one ſect 
another, is a convineing, or ſuffieient proof of ſuct 
doëtrines or tenets being falſe, or erroneous in them- 
ſelves, unleſs there be otherwiſe folid and funda · 


are, for rejecting your popiſn tenet of jubilees and 
i RACES : a tenet that has no foundation in 
ſcripture, that on the contrary invades the prero- 
gative of the Almighty by granting pardon and 
. „„ remiſſion 


* 


1 


remiſſion of all fin; that in ſhort it is an outrage | 


againſt the divine juſtice, by giving licence and 
encouragement to commit the moſt enormous 
crimes with impunity. | | 


. What a monſtrous notion you have - 
of our jubilee and doctrine of indulgences?- 


but T am not in the leaſt ſurprized thereat, for I 
have found it to have been always the general 
practice of the writers and catechiſts of your 
Church, to miſrepreſent the tenets, doctrine, and 
diſcipline of our Church, and to ſet them out in 


the moſt abſurd and odious colours, with a view 
of expoſing them to the deteſtation and ridicule 


of the people. 
© Prot. I ſhould be very ſorry to find the writers 


of our Church guiky of any ſuch unfair dealings, 


nor can I eaſily give credit to your aſſertion on 


may be alſo ſome Writers of that ſtamp found in 


that head; there may be indeed a few hot- headed 


writers among them, whoſe intemperate zeal might 


carry them a little beyond bounds in the uſe of 


ſome indiſcreet expreſſions, and I ſuppoſe there 


- 


your Church as well as in ours. 


Pap. I have turned over agood number of books 
and tracts of controverſy wrote by Proteſtants | 
againſt us, and, to the beſt of my knowledge, ne- 


ver could meet with one of them, that ever ac- 
cuſed any of our writers of miſrepreſenting - their 
doctrine or expoſing their tenets or practices in a 
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falſe light, amidſt all the virulent zeal and invec- *._ 


tives with which they attacked our religion. But 


you will ſcarce open any one book of controverſy: 


wrote byyour writers, which you will not find to 


abound with charges and inſtances of  miſrepre- 


ſentation and falſe expoſitions of our doQtrine. 
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Dust. You ſutprize me greatly; it has been al- 


ways my ſettled opinion, that our polemick wri- 
ters and divines had a ſufficient foundation, both 
in ſcripture and reaſon, to eſtabliſh the truth of 
all our controverted doctrinal points on the ruins 
of Popery, without being reduced to the neceſſity. 
of having recourſe to the low and unwarrantable 
aids of miſrepreſentation and falſhood _-.. 
- Pap. Sir, I don't think there can be a ſtronger 
inſtance of miſrepreſentation, and of the inſincerity 
and unfair dealing of your writers and teachers, 
than that very idea you have imbibed from them 
of our jubilees and indulgences; viz. of their 
being deſtitute of any foundation in ſcripture, of 
their being an uſurpation of the Almighty's pre- 
rogative, injurious both to his mercy and juſtice, 
by granting an arbitrary pardon of future ſins, 
and a ſolemn licence and encouragement. to com- 
mit the moſt enormous crimes with impunity. 

Prot. I muſt own, Sir, that this is pretty much 


3 tze notion I have been taught to entertain of theſe 
= :jubilees granted by your Church. However, 


although I have been brought up in the Proteſtant 
perſuaſion, and hope to live and die in that com- 


munion; yet I aſſure you my mind is not ſo much 
influenced by the prejudices of education, or im- 


bittered fo far by party zeal, as to be unwilling to 
give ear to any reaſons you may have to offer in 
defence of any tenet of your perſuaſion, wherein 
you differ from ours. Indeed an affair I have on 
my hands at preſent, requires my preſence at the 
other end of the town ; but I promiſe to do myſelf 
the favour of returning and ſpending the after- 
noon with you, and as you accuſe our contro- 
vertiſts of miſrepreſenting your doctrine and prac- 
tice with reſpect to jubilees and indulgences, 3 


3 
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will be eurious to know and to hear in what light 
you repreſent them. 

| Pap. Sir, I will expect your company with ples, 
ſure, and hope to be able to convince you, at 
leaſt, that our doctrine concerning the jubilee is 
not ſo deſtitute of foundation as you imagine, and 
that it does not deſerve thoſe hideous characters 
under which it has been repreſented to you. _— 


DIALOGU UE IL 
Prot. 8 IR, \Fou ſe I am as gd as my 4 


word. - I am come according to the 
promiſe ; made you this morning, and really I could 
not but ſmile on meeting in my way hither, a 
good number of my Popiſh friends, with an un- 
uſual air of gravity and devotion in their coun- 
tenances, going, as I ſuppoſe, to viſit their cha- 
Is, which I am told is a neceſſary condition 
; For obtaining that extraordinary indulgence fo li- 
berally and charitably granted by your Sovereign 
Pontiff in this preſent jubilee. Y 
Fap. Sir, I think you ſhould look on thoſe Popiſh 3 
friends rather as objects of pity or indignation, | | 
than of laughter, conſidering the notion you en- 
tertain of a jubilee, viz. That it only gives li- 
cence and encouragement to commit ſin, without 
fear of puniſhment; methinks, an eagegnels in 
any perſons to qualify themſelves for the obtain- 
ing ſuch a licence, ſhould be thought to proceed 
more from a diſpoſition to libertiniſm and lice—- 
tiouſneſs, than from a ſpirit of devotion or 
ety. 1 
| P Prot. Well, well, Sir, let the ab have in- 
5 bibel of 5 jubilees or indulgences be 75 Y 
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they will, 


[9] 


the principles neither of my reli- 
gion or education, as I told you this morning, 
have carried me to ſuch n degree of partiality or 
party-affection, as. to ſhut my ears againſt any 
reaſons that my adverſaries, or thoſe of -a diffe- 


rent perſuaſion, . may have to offer in vindication 


of their tenets; and fince you accuſe the writers 


of our church, of miſrepreſenting and expoſing in 


a falſe light, your doctrine of Toes and indul- 


gences, as I have leiſure to ſit a while, I am cu- 


rious to hear, in what colours you repreſent them. 

Pray then let me know, in a clear and preciſe 

manner, What you mean by theſe jubilees, that 

excite ſo much — devotion n your 
. 

Pap. A jubilee, without entering into an unneceſ- 
fary Salon of the etemology of the word, ſigni- 
Fed among the Jews, a feſtival which was oblerv- 
ed by them every fiftieth year with great ſolemnity, 


in commemoration of their delivery from the 


Egyptian yoke. This was a happy year of re- 
miſſion and indulgence: no ſooner was it arrived 


than all priſgns were laid open, all - captives were 


ſet at liberty, all crimes pardoned, all debts re- 


mitted, all injuries forgot, and all alienated goods 
and poſleſſions were Ong to their antient 


owners. 
Prot. Sir, it is true we read in Leviticus, that 


every fiftieth year was, by ſound of trumpet, pro- 
claimed among the Jews for a year of jubilee; and 


that ſome ſuch remiſſion and privileges, as you 


have mentioned, were granted to all the inhabi- 
tants of the land. But pray what reference ans 


all this to your popiſh j jubilee ? 


Pap. Lou are ſenſible, Sir, that the ſacred rites, | 
| > men ceremonies of the antient * 
| | | aw 
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law of Moſes every jubilee year, are (juſtly 
looked upon as types and figures of thoſe inte- 
Hor, inviſible, ſpiritual privileges and graces 


e eee bee Gigs 
vileges or graces you mean, and which you think 


their liberty, ſome we behold: with their bodies 
ſeized, their limbs bound, impriſoned in a jail, 
carried before an earthly tribunal, tried, con- 


fortunate: ſouls: are then unloeſed from their bo- 


[9] 


law have been always conſidered, for the moſt 
— as types and figures of thoſe of the new: 
ice thoſe exterior, viſible, and temporal privi- 

„ immunities,, and graces, granted in the 


_ by the Chriſtian jubilee in the evangelical 


are granted by your Popiſh jubilee? i 
Pap. That we may frame ſome notion or idea 
of them, let us for a moment reflect on what we 
every day behold tranſacted in this viſible world: 
We every day ſee therein, that vaſt numbers, by 
a violation of human laws, and by a diſobedience 
to earthly kings, become victims to human juſ- 
tice. We ſee theſe victims, in proportion to their 
erimes, ſome deprived of their goods, ſome of 


demned, led to a place of execution, and there 
ſuffer a corporal death. The like happens every 
day with regard to our ſouls in the inviſible world, 
as both faith and the ſcripture teach us; viz. there 
are a great number of ſouls, who, by a violation 
of the divine law, and a rebellion againſt God, 
become indebted to the divine juſtice; deprived of 
his grace and favour, they are led captive by the 
tyranny of their own paſſions. bound faſt with the 
chains of their fins, and enſlaved by Satan. They 
remain in this deplorable ſituation, till the period 
determined by God's juſtice is arrived; theſe un- 


B dies, Mi 
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1 3 


dies, brought before the divine tribunal, triec, 


and condemned to ſuffer eternal death in a place 
of everlaſting torments, if they depart this life 
in a ſtate of impenitence ; or if they ſhould die 


penitent, without making any ſatisfaction to the 
divine juſtice by penitential works in this life, 


they are condemned to a place of temporary ſuf- 
ferings in the other, till this ſatisfaction, ordina- 
rily required by the divine juſtice, is made. 
Now, as the enlarging of captives, and remitting 


their debts, as a general pardon granted to male- 


factors, freeing them from the ſentence of death, 
knocking off their chains, and reſtoring them to 
their liberty, are thoſe exterior corporal graces and 
privileges ſometimes granted by temporal princes, 


and which were granted to all the inhabitants of 


the land every fiftieth year by the Jewiſh jubilee; 
ſo a general pardon offered to ſinners, unlooſing 
the chains of their fins, releaſing them from their 
ſpiritual captivity, from the tyranny of Satan, reſ- 
toring them to the liberty of the children of God, 
and, in ſhort, delivering them from all debts of 

eternal or temporal puniſhment incurred by ſin: 
” theſe are the inviſible ſpiritual privileges, or ra- 


ther graces that are offered to all Chriſtians in this 


univerſal jubilee proclaimed throughout the Ca- 
tholic Church. ) 
Prot. Sir, J have no objections againſt the analogy 

you ſuppoſe, or the compariſon you have drawn, 
between thoſe temporal graces and privileges 
granted in the old law by the Jewiſh jubilee, and 
thoſe granted to Chriſtians in the new, not by vir- 
tue of any jubilee, but by virtue of the death and 


paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt for us: nay, I think this 


= analogy or. compariſon founded on the authority of 
the ſacred penmen, in whom we find frequent men- 
1 4 tion 
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it makes for your preſent purpoſe; I ſuppoſe you 


there is a grant of theſe ſpiritual graces you have 
alſo mentioned, and which you fondly imagine 


jubilee year. 


Prot. Why then Ithink all you have ſaid hitherto 


an expreſs command of God, there was to be every 
goth year a jubilee, and a general releaſe and 


of one of your Popes to the papal throne. 
nor is it neceſſary there ſnould. I think it is ſuffi- 


or her ſupreme viſible Paſtor, with a prerogative 


the rules of prudence 1 diſcretion, and under 


a 
tion of the chains and bands of ſin, of our deli- 
very from this bondage, from the fpiritual capti- 


vity, tyranny and flavery of Satan, by the great 
myſtery of our redemption. But ] do not ſee how 


mean that, as a year wherein theſe temporal graces 
you have mentioned were granted to the Jews, 
was termed a jubilee year; fo the year, wherein 


are conferred by your Pope, may be allo called a 
Pap. I mean that too. 1 A 


is very little to the purpoſe; for obſerve, though 
we read in the 25th chap. of Leviticus, that, by 


diſcharge from debts and bondage among the 
Jews, yet we find no ſuch command or appoint- 
ment in the Goſpel, for the grant of ſuch a pri- 
vilege. I would be very curious to know, in 
what part of the New Teſtament our Saviour 
commanded that a jubilee ſhould be obſerved, 
and thoſe ſpiritual graces and privileges conferred 
either every 50. or 25 years, or upon the elevation 


Pap. Sir, I allow you there is no ſuch command, 
cient, that our divine Redeemer inveſted his Church, 
or power of granting theſe jubilees, and of diſ- 
penſing theſe ſpiritual graces, and that he has left 
the exerciſe of that power to the determination 
and judgment of the ſame Church, according to 


the 


5 L 22 J . 
te influence of that Bleſſed Spirit, which he pro- 


miſed ſhould be her perpetual director; and I do 
not find in any part of the New Teſtament, that 


he has forbid her to exerciſe this power at any of 


them times you have mentioned, or at any other 


time whatſoever. 


: Prot. Sir, the prerc ative that is exerciſed, and 
the favours that are pretended to be granted in time 


of your Popiſh jubilee, are extraordinary- and of 
a ſuperior. nature to thoſe granted, or to the pre- 
rogative exerciſed in the Jewiſh one : and as there 
was an expreſs year ordered by divine appointment 
for the jubilee of the Jews, methinks there ſhould. 
have been alſo one appointed in the new law, if 


the exerciſe of ſuch a power, or the diſpenſing af 


ſuch extraordinary favours, had been conformable 
to divine inſtitution. Now, as you allow there 
is no expreſs command or appointment of any 
time or year in the Goſpel for the grant of ſuc 
a. Jubilee, my opinion is, that it is only a ground- 


leſs practice, arbitrarily introduced by your Church, 


and only proper.to nouriſh the ſuperſtition of the 
ignorant people. )) 
Pap. What, Sir! Do you then think, that the 
time for the obſervance or exerciſe of every ſacred 
rite, ceremony, or neceſſary act of religion, ſhould 
be determined by a divine poſitive command, ex- 
. preſſed in Scripture ? If you do, I will ſhew ma- 
nifeſtly your error from inſtances of ſome impor- 
tant obſervances and practices of religion, equally 
held facred and nece 
as in ours, although there is no expreſs command 
in ſcripture for them, Pray, do you not think 
the keeping of Sunday, and a ceſſation from all 
ſervile work on that day in honour of God, to be 
a neceſſary act of religion? Now I would be glad 
E-- to 


y in your Church, as well 


1 I 83 1 1 
to know in what part of the New Teſtament chi 
day is, by a poſitive command, ſet apart for re- 

ligious worſhip among Chriſtians, as moſt cer- 
tainly the Sabbath, or Saturday, was determined 
by an expreſs precept for the Jews. You may 
then as well tell me, as you have told me with re- 
ſpect to our jubilee, that the keeping of Sunday, 
and abſtaining from all ſervile work on that day, 
is a groundleſs ſuperſtitious practice; becauſe there 


zs no expreſs command in Scripture to that pu- 
ls not the baptizing of infants, before they 


come to the uſe of reaſon, an article of great im- 
portance, and on which the ſalvation of millions 
depend, although it is difallowed by the Anabap- 


tits? Now, ſuppoſe an Anabaptiſt ſhould require || 
of you to ſhew him an expreſs command w—_ L 
ture for the baptiſm of infants, what anſwer wou 


you give num; 


Prot. Sir, 1 thould readily anſwer by telling 


him, that there was no need of an expreſs com- 


mand for infant baptiſm, that it was enough that 


Jeſus Chrift inſtituted baptifm as nece for all. 


to obtain admittance into the kingdom of heaven; 


and that there was no reaſon why mfants ſhould 
be excluded from ſo great a benefit, as they are 
born in original fin, which, not being effaced by 
baptiſm, would exclude them from entering into 


the kingdom of heaven. 


Pap. Very right, Sir; but then I may. anſwer _ 
you much in the ſame manner, that there was no 
need of an expreſs eemmand in ſcripture, or an 
appointment of a jubilee year, that it was enough 


that Jeſus Chriſt had inveſted his Church with a 
power of diſpenſing thoſe ſpiritual favours and 


graces, and of removing thoſe bonds and impedi- 
| | | ments 


L 44 J 


ments that obſtruct or retard the ſoul from entering 
into the kingdom of heaven, and that the faithful 
frequently ſtand in need of obtaining the benefit 
of the exertion of this extraordinary privilege. 
Prot. Sir, I do not allow your Church, or any 
other Church whatſoever, to have been inveſted 
with any ſuch power, or with thoſe extraordinary 
| prerogatives you pretend of granting pardons, 
abſolutions, jubilees, indulgences, and the like: 
I have read the New Teſtament over. and over, 
and I find no foundation at all for aſſerting or 
claiming any ſuch exorbitant power. ; 
Pap. That may be, Sir; there are vaſt num- 
bers who read the ſcriptures, and find doctrines 


therein, which really are not contained in them,: 


and there are numbers of others who overlook 


thoſe that are, which perhaps may be your caſe. 


However, be that as it will, at our next meeting, 
I will lay before you the foundation we have in 
- ſcripture for the exerciſe of that power, which 
ſeems in your eyes fo ill-grounded, and withat 
fo exorbitant, viz. that of granting abſolutions, 
jubilees, or indulgences, which are always infe- 
ably connected together, there being never a 
jubilee granted or obtained, without the benefit 
of ſacramental abſolution. I muſt bid you adieu 
for the preſent, as buſineſs calls me abroad, and 
hope you will excuſe me. 1 85 


I am, Sir, 
©. Your humble ſervant. 


DIALOGUE 
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DIALOGUE III. 


Pap. \IR, at our laſt meeting, you told me 


you had read the ſcripture frequently, 
and never could find any foundation for that ex- 
traordinary power which our Church claims and 
exerciſes, of diſpenſing her abfolutions, her jubi- 
lees, or indulgences. I promiſed to give you ſa- 
tisfaction on that head, and will now, as I have 
leiſure, comply with my promiſe ; and only beg 
you will give a ſerious attention, without prejudice . 
or partiality, to what J have to offer. | 
Prot. I promiſe I ſhall; but I would be glad 
you would firſt give me a more preciſe and diſ- 
tinct notion of your abſolutions, indulgences and 
egg and of the difference you make between 

em. 5 

Pap. I will, Sir. —Abſolution is an act of ju- 
riſdiction, whereby the Church, in virtue of the 
commiſſion and authority ſhe received from Jeſus 


Chriſt, remits to ſincere penitents the fins they 


have committed againſt God, and the guilt of 
eternal puniſhment they have incurred thereby; 
and this abſolution is always pre-required to the 
gaining of an indulgence. An indulgence is a re- 
miſſion, by virtue of the ſame authority, of the 
temporary puniſhment which, according to the or- 
dinary courſe of divine juſtice, the finner remains 
liable to, after his ſins, as to the guilt of eternal 
puniſhment, are blotted out by ſacramental abſolu- 


tion, or perfect contrition. This indulgence is called 


a plenary one, when it remits the entire temporary 
puniſhment, which the ſinner is liable to; and when 
this indulgence is extended to the whole church, and 

1 f accompanied 


1 
accompanied with certain privileges, and more ample 
ſaculties granted by the ſupreme Paſtor to the 
inferior paſtors, with reſpect to cenſures, diſpen- 


ſations, reſerved caſes, uſually expreſſed in the 
grant, it is then what we call a jubilſe. 
Prat. This is a moſt extraordinary juriſdiction 
and power your Church aſſumes; Iam impatient. 
to hear what foundation ſhe: has for it in ſcripture. 
Pap. A very clear ſtrong one. 1 ſuppoſe you 


have read the x6th and 18th chap. of St. Mat- 


thew, and the aoth of St. John. 
ꝛ1n the rt of the forementioned' 
places, you know our Divine Redeemer, after 
promiſing to build his Church on St. Peter, whom 
he called a rock, and that the gates of hell ſhould 
never prevail againſt it, in the rgth verſe ad- 
dreſſes him in theſe ever-memorable words: 7 
thee I give the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatfoever thou ſhalt bind on earth ſhall be bound in 
heaven, and whatſoever thou fbalt Tooſe on earth 
Hall be looſed in heaven, In the 18th chap. of the 
ſame Evangeliſt, he renews the ſame promiſe to 
all the Apoſtles, in the ſame: words: Amen / /ay 
unto you-: - whatſoever you ſhall. bind upon earth 
Hall be bound in beaven, and whatſoever you ſhall 
' boſe on earth ſpall be looſed alſa in heaven. This 
ample power, which he had thus promiſed, he 
in the 20th chap. of St. John conferred. on them, 
mn the moſt ſolemn and perſpicuous manner, in 
theſe following words: As my Father bath ſent me 
I alſo ſendiyou,..and-having breathed on them, he 
faid,, receive ye the Holy. Ghoſt, whoſe fins you ſhall 
forgive they are forgiven them, and whoſe ſins you ſhall 
_ retain they arc retained,” Here, Sir, is a power 
granted to the firſt paſtors. of the Church without 
any exception, limitation, or. reſerve, of remiting 


her firſt paſtors, and deſcending to their ſucceſſors, 


4 3 
and retaining ſin, of binding and looſing all ſuch - 
| bonds of ſin, as might hinder or retard a Chriſ- 
tian ſoul from entering into heaven; and as the 
power of preaching the goſpel, adminiſtring the 
ſacraments, governing the church, was not li- 
' mited to the Apoſtles alone, but was alſo extended 
to their ſucceſſors in the miniſtry for future ages, ſo 
likewiſe was this ample juriſdiction and power of 
abſolving from fin, and of binding and looſing : 
and it is in virtue of this commiſſion granted to 


that the church has, in all ages, exerciſed the 
power both of abſolving from ſin, and of granting 
jubilees and indulgence. 1 
Prot. Sir, I admit the texts you have quoted, 
but not your interpretation of them; for to the beſt 
of my knowledge our divines, by theſe different 
texts you have cited, admit not any real pow- 
er conferred of remitting ſin, or looſing the bonds 
of ſins, but only a power or warrant to declare, 
or to announce remiſſion of ſin, on repentance and 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt : for as a clergyman of the 
eſtabliſhed: church of Ireland, in one of his ſpi- 
rited letters lately addreſſed to his pariſhioners of 
the popiſh communion, concerning your abſo- 
lutions, juſtly obſerves in diſcuſſing the pow- _ 
er conveyed to the miniſters of the goſpel, by 
the forementioned words of Chriſt. They 
© have received, (theſe are his words,) not 
„ ſurely the power to ſeat themſelves on the 
i throne of the Almighty, and to deal out mercy 
* and condemnation to whom they liſt.” No, 
| they haye only received, (adds he,) but © meerly 
„ power, as faithful Stewards of what Chriſt has 
delivered, to preach unto men the terms, upon 
„Which he has declared, that ſalvation ſhall be 
5 c RS obtained 
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46 obtained, to pabliſh unto all, who ſhall ſincerely 


«* depart from, and deteſt their former tranſgr 
“ ſions and walk in newneſs of life, remiſſion of 
* fins, to denounce to the impenitent and ob- 


* 


e ſtinate, the dreadful judgments, that unavoid- 


«& ably await them.” Thus this modern writer 
juſtly delivers the ſenſe of our church concerning 
the texts you have quoted, and on which you 


rear the whole fabric of your mighty prieſtly pre- 


rogative. | : 
Pap. Sir, I ſuppoſe this modern writer you men- 


tion is the clergyman of your church, who, a few 


years ago, addreſſed four letters to his pariſhioners of 
our communion, with a view of reclaiming them, 
as he pretends, from their errors, and particular- 
ly of unmaſking the impoſtures of our abſoluti- 
ons and indulgences, againſt which he has de- 
claimed, through the whole courſe of them let- 
ters, with the greateſt acrimony. 

Prot. Sir, it is the very ſame, and I think he 
has ſufficiently demonſtrated the abſurdity of your 


. o 


extravagant pretentions. 
Pap. Sir, 1 am very glad that you have men- 


tioned him, as it will give me a fair opportunity 


of juſtifying the animadyerſtons I have, in the be- 
ginning of our converſation, made on the inſince- 
rity of your controvertiſts, in miſrepreſenting the 
tenets of our church and expoſing them in the 
moſt odious colours to excite the deteſtation of 


the people. I dont think that I have ever read a 
more flagrant inſtance of this, than what the afore- 


fajd author has afforded us in them four letters, 


as I may have occaſion to remark. But to return 


to the ſubject we were upon: According to your 
and this writer's interpretation of the texts I have 
produced, the miniſters of the church 1 
= wit 
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with no other power of remitting or retaining ſin, _ 
of binding or looſing, than that of merely an- 
nouncing remiſſion or retention of fin, to thoſe 
whoſe fins are already remitted or retained, inde- 
pendent of their authority, and with no \other 
power of binding or loſing the bonds of fin, than 
of ſimply declaring thoſe whoſe bonds as yet re- 
main, or have been looſed independent of their 
miniſtry. Now ſuch an interpretation ſeems ma- 
nifeſtly to pervert the moſt obvious and natural 
ſenſe of the Scripture. This ſeems evident, firſt, 
from the familiar figures and compariſon our di- 
vine Redeemer-made uſe of, viz. that of givitig the 
keys, and of binding and looſing ; for, in the 1ſt 

place, the keys of a houſe or of a town are never 
committed to the ſteward or governor thereof, mere- 
ly to ſignify that the doors or gates are ſhut or open, 
but alſo, to inveſt them with a power of ſhutting 
or opening them. 2dly, When magiſtrates are in- 
. veſted with a power of committing criminals, and 
of binding them or looſing their chains, who ever 
imagined they only were authoriſed to declare 
thoſe who were to be committed and thoſe who 
were to be fettered, and thoſe who were not? 
3dly, According to the ſentiments of the letter wri- 
ter, fins are remitted, and the bonds thereof un- 
looſed previous to, or, independent of, any de- 
claration made by the church or her miniſters, 
merely in conſideration of the ſinners repentance : 
this he affirms, (p. 88 of his zd letter). I would 
be then deſirous to know, to what purpoſe has 
Jeſus Chriſt given to the firſt paſtors of his church 
the keys of the kingdom of Heaven. To what 
purpoſe did he inveſt the Apoſtles with an autho- 
rity of binding or looſing, remitting or retaining 
fn, if, independent of thoſe prorogatives, every 
1 5 SS nner 
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ſinner can get admittance into heaven, can obtain 
remiſſion of his ſins and a releaſe from the bonds 
thereof? Pray, Sir, what would avail the com- 
mitting the keys of a houſe to a ſteward, if, inde- 
pendent of him, every ſtranger or domeſtic could 


go in and go out, lock and unlock at their own 
pleaſure? What would avail an authority in judges 


or Magiſtrates to commit, or to fetter criminals, 
or to releaſe them, if, independent of their au- 
thority, they could releaſe themſelves ? It is plain 
then, that denying a power in the church of ab- 


ſolving from fin, of releaſing the bonds thereof, 
or a neceſſity of having recourſe to her paſtors for 
- _ theſe purpoſes, is manifeſtly denying, or diſbeliev- 


ing the Scripture, and making void the inſtitution 
of Jeſus Chriſt, gi ns | 

Prot. Sir, I muſt allow, that the texts you have 
quoted in ſupport of the prieſtly power taken ac- 
cording to the letter, bear a large import. The 
giving the keys of the kingdom of heaven, a di- 


vine promiſe of binding or looſing above, what- 


ſoever would be bound or looſed below; an aſſur- 


ance alſo, of remitting and retaining whatſoever 
ſins would be here remitted or retained; theſe ex- 


preſſions, I muſt acknowledge, taken in a literal 


ſignification, ſeem to imply a very extenſive ju- 


riſdiction. But Sir, you do not reflect that, ac- 


cording to the rule laid down by St. Auguſtin, 
the words of the ſacred Scripture are not to be 
underſtood in a natural or literal ſenſe, when 
any abſurdities or inconveniencies follow from 
thence. | | 


Pap. Sir, I admit the rule laid down by that 
holy Doctor: but pray what are thoſe abſurdities, 
or inconveniencies that would follow from W 


1 


| 1 


SO _ 
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rogative of the Almighty power? 


1 


* 


che forementioned texts in their obvious natural 
meaning? 3 5 1 
Prot. Why, Sir, I think a great many, but 


eſpecially this one: the abſolving from ſin and 


from the guilt of eternal, or if you will have it, 
temporal puniſhment, incurred thereby: the re- 
laxing the obligations due to the divine juſtice, 
and opening the gates of heaven for a ſinner, in 
this manner, ſeem to me to be an inherent, in- 


communicable, inalienable prorogative of the Al- 


mighty, and to veſt any mortal whatſoever, be 
he prieſt, biſhop, or pope, or to fuppoſe them, 
5 many among them, who were monſters 

iniquity, veſted with any ſuch proroga- 
tive, is an inſupportable inconvenience and ab- 
ſurdity. 


Pap. Sir, the abſolving from fin or from the guilt 


and the puniſhment due to it, by a principal ſu- 
preme and independent authority, is certainly an 


incommunicable, unalienable prorogative of the 


Almighty : but to abſolve from fin and its conſe- 
quences, by a miniſterial delegated authority, is 


the moſt evident manner independent of their 
merit. But pray Sir, is not raiſing the dead to 
life, curing the blind, the the lame, the deaf, 
and the dumb, by a word of command, a pre- 
Prot. I cannot deny but it is. 

Pap. If then our divine Redeemer, as you 


muſt allow, did confer this power on the firſt 
paſtors of his church, becauſe he judged it ex- 


pedient for the propagation of his goſpel; I 
would be glad to know, why he could not con- 
fer on them, and their ſucceſſors, a power of remit- 

ting 


a power that Jeſus Chriſt has conferred on the 
firſt paſtors of his church, and their ſucceſſors, in 
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ting ſin, and freeing the flock in all ages from 
the bonds thereof, which is a thing ſo expedient 
for the ſalvation of mankind : now ſuppoſing he 
could do it, as plainly appears he could, I aſk you 
what more perſpicuous terms could he make uſe of, 
to ſignify his having really bequeathed that power 
to {the church, than thoſe we find in theſe texts. 

* To you I give the keys of the kingdom of 

* heaven,” &c. Again I ſay unto you, whatever. 


pe ſhall bind on earth ſhall, be bound in 


heaven, and whatever ye ſhall looſe on earth ſhall 
be looſed in heaven. Receive ye the Holy 
* Ghoſt: whoſe ſins ye ſhall forgive they are 
© forgiven, whoſe ſins ye ſhall retain they are 
< retained.” 3 . 
Prot. Sir, the texts juſt mentioned on which 
you erect the fabric of your prieſtly power ad- 
mit of different interpretations, according to the 
author of the forementioned letters to his popiſh 


= pariſhioners, ſo that no efficacious argument 


can be deduced from them to prove ſuch a 
E pretended power, as ſaid author juſtly inſi- 
nuates. | 5 
Pap. I am glad, Sir, you have given me an 
opportunity of remarking his interpretations, 
which indeed appear very curious : for after his 
forementioned explanation of theſe celebrated texts, 
which, as I have ſhewn, perverts their plain and 
obvious fignification, he adds two more. 1ſt, 
That the words addreſſed by Jeſus Chriſt to his 
Apoſtles, may ſignify an extraordinary ability con- 
ferred on them of diſcerning ſpirits, whereby they 
might judge the ſecrets of hearts, and know, 
with certainty, whoſe repentance. is only fictitious, 


or whoſe is fincere : the ſecond is, That by /ins 


may be underſtood bodily infirmities, So that the 
EE: -. . 5 OS . - 


1 
meaning of theſe memorable words, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghoft, whoſe fins ye ſhall forgive they are for- 
given, whoſe fins ye ſhall retain they are retained, ad- 
dreſſed by Jeſus Chriſt to his Apoſtles on the day of 
his glorious aſcenſion, according to our epiſtolary 
controvertiſt, may be this; whofe bodily diſeaſes 
and infirmities ye remit, they ſhall be remitted, and 
whoſe bodily diſeaſes and infirmities ye retain, they 
| ſhall be retained. Such are the witty comments 
on theſe ſcriptural texts by your author, who, out 
of a tender zeal for the ſalvation of his popith pa- 
riſhioners, has undertaken, in four Letters, to 
unmaſk the illuſion and impoſture of popiſh abſo- 
lutions, aſſuring them, that the abſolving power, 
claimed by the miniſters of popery, is unſupported 
by revelation, and the ſole invention of ambitious, 
ill-deſigning men. I aſk, what proof can be 
produced out of ſcripture for any one article of 
Chriſtian faith, which may not be eluded by ſuch 
ſtrained, arbitrary interpretations ? 5 

Prot. Sir, let theſe interpretations be as ſtrain- 
ed, and as arbitrary as you pleaſe, I think they 
are more admiſſible than yours, or thoſe of your 
prieſts, who pretend to derive from them texts 
ſuch an exorbitant, abſurd power. What, Sir, 


is it reaſonable to think, that your prieſts, in vir= 3} 


tue of theſe texts, have received a power of ſeating 
** themſelyes on the throne of the Almighty, and of 
* dealing out mercy and condemnation to whom 
they lift ? can we ſuffer ourſelves to be perſuaded 
by them, that the divine forgiveneſs is to be ob- 
tained with our hearts wedded to fin, without any 
amendment, or inward change of mind, by the 
_ © abſolution which man beſtows? If weareinſtructed 


** till remaining in its ſavage and brutal ſtate, can 


% 


to believe that the ſavage and brutal mind, though _- ; | 
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be rendered acceptable to unchangeable truth, 
* and unblemiſhed purity, then is all that can de- 
* ſerve the name of religion totally at an end: it is 
the utter extirpation of it. If we are taught to 
© believe, by your prieſts, that there is not a wiſh 


but we may gratify, nor a pleaſure but we may 


£ indulge in, provided we can procure the holy 
< txeaſures of the church to be opened unto us: I 
ſay, to hold fuch doctrines as theſe is not the 
© ſpoiling, but the final deſtroying, and rooting up, 
* of all religion: it provokes every paſſion, it in- 
flames every luſt : it calls forth the whole uproar 
ok the appetites, and hardens us to a degree of 
_ © guilt, from which, dreadful thought !—there is 
* ſcarcea poſſibility of returning.“ It is in this man- 
ner, and in theſe words, the forementioned zealous 
paſtor of our eſtabliſned church, in his epiſtolary 


* 1 


addrefs to the papiſts of his pariſh, juſtly inveighs 


againſt the exorbitant, abſolving power, claimed 


by their prieſts, as derived from Chriſt's com- 
miſſion, and demonſtrates the abfurdity thereof. 
Pap. Sir, the monftrous colours in which that 
proteſtant paſtor paints our doctrine, concerning 
the prieſtly power of binding and looſing, of re- 
mitting end retaining fin, abundantly juſtifies the 
animadverſions I have before made on the inſin- 
cerity of your writers, in repreſenting the tenets 
of our church in ſuch a light as muſt render them 
- equally deteftable and abſurd ;. for what can be 
more odious and abſurd, than to aſſert or exer- 
ciſe a power of abſolving finners, even perſever- 
ing in their fins, and in a ſtate of impenitence ? 
© Synch a power, indeed, would be ſubverſive of all 
E religion, would open a gap to all licentiouſneſs; 
© nay it would 1 to the juſtice of God 
= not only to grant ſuch a power to his church, but 

: 6V Og even 


x, 
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wand cap adi . yet it is ſuch a 
power as this we claim and exerciſe according to 
the inſinuations of your miniſter, in his — 
addreſs to his popiſh pariſhioners ; hence he | 
ly aſks them, if popery has not a ſecret c . 
and that caught by the ſeducing bribes it holds 
* out to them, of abſolutions and indulgences, 
& they are unwilling to leave a religion, which 
& Jays'the favourite paſſions of the human heart 
& under ſuch little reſtraint. He afterwards bids | 
every one of them look into their own heart, 
60 and fay :—lIs- not this ſame heart of theirs in 
G league with their wonder- working prieſt, and 
“ do not their own vicious inclinations and ruling 
< laſts lead them to wiſh well to a religion ſo 
+ cemplaiſant and alluring, where they have this 
* eaſy method of ſetting all matters right at the 
< Jaft;” What more could be ſaid, although the 
popiſh prieſts would ſay to their flocks : perſevere 
in your ſins, give a looſe to all your corrupt paſſi- 
ons, do not trouble yourſelves about repentance, 


becauſe we can abſolve you whenever you pleaſe. 


not this a rare method this tender hearted zea- 
paſtor tqak to convert his deluded popiſh pa- 
riſhioners, by endeavouring to make them — 
lieve what the very meaneſt, and moft illiterate 
among them; by experience, know to be down- 
right calumnies, miſrepreſentations and falſhood ? 
the very recital of them is ſufficient to confute 


| Pros. But pray, Sir, do you not beliete that 
there are no ſins, however numerous and enot- 
mous, which may not be remitted in virtue of the 
prieſtiy prerogative in your church, and if that be 
cafe,” as I am ſure it is, pray is not this an 

3 to ſin? 33 * 
ap. 
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Pap. Pray, Sir, is the obligation of a fincere 
repentance, of quitting ſin, and the occaſions 
thereof, of amending our lives, of making reſti- 


tution to our injured neighbour, of forgiving in- 
Jjuries, of being reconciled to our enemies; are 
all theſe an encouragement to ſin, or to perſevere 
W e 
Sir. 


Pap. It is then an article of our belief, that - 
without thoſe diſpoſitions, there can be no valid 
abſolution, no indulgence, ever obtained: So that 


they are far from being an encouragement to ſin. 
This your epiſtolary controvertiſt could not be 


ignorant of: but if he had retrenched his falſe ſup- 


poſitions and miſrepreſentations, he would not 
have had an opportunity of diſplaying his parts 
and learning, by a pompous parade of marginal 
quotations, or by making ſo many vain, empty 
flouriſhes in proving what no one denie. 
Prot. Well, Sir, after all you have ſaid, and 
let you have what opinion you pleaſe of your po- 
piſn abſolutions, jubilees or indulgences, we Pro- 
teſtants ſtand upon the ſecure ſide for the obtaining 
of abſolution and remiſſion of our ſins, and of the 
puniſhment due to them. = 
| Pap. How ſo? F a wg Wn | ; 1 
Prot. Becauſe we depend upon God's mercy 
alone, and the infinite merits of his incarnate Son, 
our divine Redeemer, for the remiſſion of our 
ſins, and of the puniſhment due to them; and you 
depend on your popiſh abſolutions, jubilees, in- 


dulgences; and there can be no doubt but the 


former foundation is more ſecure than the latter. 


Pap. Sir, there is no doubt but the mercies of 


God, and the merits of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, are 
© the main foundation on which the hopes of every 
8 ä true 


„ 
true Chriſtian depend. Our diſpute is not about 
that, but about the mode of applying them me- 
rits. Pray, Sir, has not our divine Redeemer in- 
ſtituted certain modes of applying the virtue of 
his infinite merits to our ſouls: for inſtance, has 
he not inſtituted ſacraments, which are neceſſarily 
to be made uſe of for that purpoſe? 9 
Prot. Sir, we believe he has inſtituted two ſa- 
craments, baptiſm and the ſupper of our Lord, 
which we look upon as neceſſary to ſalvation. 
 - Pap. Now, Suppoſe a Quaker, or any other 
ſectary, who denies, or has rejected theſe ſacra- 
ments, ſhould argue againſt you thus for his ſect: 
we depend upon a more ſecure foundation for our 
ſalvation than you; for we depend upon the me- 
rits of - Jeſus Chriſt, and you depend on vain, 
weak elements, or inſignificant rites. I aſ you! 
in this ſuppoſition, would you have a better: opi- 
nion of the ſecurity of this ſectary's ſalvation? 
Prot. I ſhould not; becauſe to reje& any mode 
of applying Chriſt's merits to us, which are evi- 
dently of his inſtitution, as thoſe two ſacraments. 
. undoubtedly. are, is to . obſtruct the efficacy of 
| them, or to prevent our reaping the fruits of them. 
} : Pap. This is exactly the caſe of the preſent 
diſpute between Proteſtants: and Papiſts; you be- 
| lieve that an application to the paſtors of the. 
| Church is vain and fruitleſs to obtain remiſſion of 
MN. ſin, ora relaxation of the puniſhment due to it, 
„ becauſe you acknowledge no ſuch power really 


5 conferred upon them. We, on the contrary, be- 
1 lieve, that this application is neceſſary, becauſe 
| |; | ſuch a; power, we believe, has been conferred on 


1 them by Jeſus Chriſt, in as plain words as could 
RE. be expreſſed: and I defy you to produce out © 
ſcripture, againſt any ſectary, ſtronger” words in 


12 1 


_ Proof of the two fore · mentioned ſasraments, thar 
.. thoſe in favour. of the prieſtly power 2 — 5 
ye. ſball bind on earth, &c. whoſe fons yo ſons 8 ſhall fargroe, 
c. So that, upon er I thank we ary ed 
the ſeeurer fide, 
RW; 2 
Pap. Becauſe we 1 20900 our faith 0 — — 
t in the promiſes — 5 Jeſus Chriſt to the 
ots of Hs church, of 1 whatſdever they 
all looſe, of forgiving whatſoever they forgive; pro- 
vide we diſpoſe ourſelves properly. But Mu place 
no faith nor confidence in any ſuch 4 meek yu 
do not think an application Wr derer, in con- 
ſequence of ſuch: promiſes, ary for OR 
_ remiſſion of your fins,” ſo that you make void: the 
_ given by Joſus Chriſt, and annul his inſt 


3 What, Sir, If I Under Gd alone, if 
I have a true and hearty forrow and _ 
for my fins, and adively faith in the meri 5 
Redeemer; cannot I expect or obtain —— ö 
them, unleſs forſooth I make my application to a 
prieſt, anch require his abſolution and forgiveneſs? 
muſt the of heaven be for ever ſhut againſt 

me, unleſs he unſocks therm for me it is ridicu- | 
lous it is abſurd, it is a want of charity and con- 
fidence in the promiſe of the divine mercy made 
— favour of penitent dinners, to believe any: much 
thing. 

Hag. Sins there: cam be no ſincere forrowy no 
true repentance for fin, no true faith in the me- 
nit of Chriſt, which do not imply an earneſt de- 
ſire and intention of comply ing with ever mode 
| of teconeiliation he has enjoined. An application 
to the r is one of modes 
| ben 3 * . and 


looling, 


of BY 
| loofingy remitting and retaining ſin, conferred” on 
them, Liften to the following words of the holy 
Doctor St. Auſtin, which perhaps may have ſome 
weight with” you: Jet no one Jay l treat in pri- 
dare with God, I confeſs to bim alone; for then 
n ubuld be to no pus paſe be had ſaid, what you 
Voſe on earth; uli be looſad in heaven; it wonld 
be in vain tht power of the keys were given 10 the + 
church. In ſhore, Sir, if upon a_pretended de- 
peiidance on themerciesof God, and on the'merits 
of ſeſus Chriſt, you reje& this mode of reconcilia- 
tion he has ſo evidently enjoined, a Quaker, ot 


any other ſectary upon the ſame pretended depen- 


dance, may feject baptiſm' and the ſupper of the 
Lord, both which you believe neceſſary to ſal- 
vation. T 
Pxot. You may ſay what you pleaſe, Sir, but 
Ichink it an abſurdity, no leſs ſhocking to reaſon 
chan injurious to the divine prerogatiye, to ſup- 
poſe, for inſtanice; an illiterate, wicked prieſt in- 

| 2 Wiek a real power of abſolving me from my 
. - _Pap; Sir, the whole ſyſtem of Chriſtianity has 
ever yet ſeemed abſurd to the proud reaſon of un- 
believing man. The adoration of a crutifled God, 
born in a ſtable, Was an abſurd piece of foolery 


in the judgment of the learned heathens ; the in- 


veſting a few illiterate fiſnermen with a commiſſion 
to convert theſe wiſe men, was not very agtee- 
able to the dictates of human prudence; and the 
cConferring on them a real ſpiritual power of ab- 
ſolving from ſih, and of opening tlie gates of hiea 


no leſs abſurd mode of proceeding. But I ſhall 


| only alle you! ons queſtion: Either Jefus Chiilt, 
buy virtue of his infinite merits, could communi- 


Py 


HY „ 
cate ſuch a power to the firſt paſtors of his church, 
or not: if you ſay he could not, ſay, how he could 
communicate to them a power of working mira- 
cles, of raiſing the dead. If you ſay he could, 
but did not, I aſk you, ſuppoling he were willing J 
todo it, hat more convincing words could he make „ 
ule of than theſe, h fins ye ſball forgive are for- nc! 
grven ;- whatever you ſhall loaſe on earth ſhall be, I: 
&c. And why could he not entail that ſpiritual | 
power on their ſucceſſors, as well as that of admi- | 
niſtering the ſacraments, notwithſtanding any per- 

- ſonal demerit in ſome of them? | | | 
Prot. Sir, I cannot, nor ever will allow, that 
the Almighty God could grant any power to men, 

that claſhes with his divine attribute of juſtice, 
that diſarms all the terrors thereof, that encou- 
rages rebellious. man to fin. . Such is the power 
your priefts claim by their indulgences and abſo- 
lutions, which they have ready and at hand for all 
who are fooliſn enough to come to them. By theſe 
they make every deluded confeſſing ſinner believe, 
that provided he gives a ſmall ſum of money, ne 
may be, notwithſtanding his impenitent libertine . 
heart, cleanſed from every ſtain of fm, and may e 
be rendered pure and ſpotleſs enough, for an im- Þ 
mediate admiſſion into the kingdom of heaven. 

Pap. I ſee plainly, Sir, you cannot diveſt your 
mind from theſe. notions you have imbibed of our 1 
abſolutions and indulgences, from the Author of 4 
the four Letters addreſſed to his popiſh pariſhioners, 
Which we have before- mentioned, and whoſe ex- 
preſſions you adopt; and certainly my opinion is, 
that the power, which according to his inſinuations 

and repreſentations our prieſts claim, and exerciſeof 
granting abſolutions and indulgences to every ſin- 

ner, notwithſtanding his obduracy and impenene, 
1 F woulc 
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wouldclaſh with the divine attribute of juſtice, and 
therefore could not be granted by God. But that Au- 
thor, unleſs blinded by prejudice, could not be ig- 
norant, that our prieſts, for a valid and law fulexerciſe 
of their power, require in every finner all the condi- 
tions of a true and ſincere repentance, which 
therefore kinder their abſolving power from being 
any encouragement to ſin. As for your inſinua- 
tion that our popiſh jubilees and abſolutions are 
diſpenſed by our prieſts for money; this you take 
from the fore- mentioned Author; but experience 
evinces the falſity of the charge, and makes him 
paſs with his popiſh pariſhioners for a rank calum- 
niator. * TE | 

Prot. Be that as it may, and let your prieſts 
require whatever they pleaſe for the due exerciſe 
of their abſolving, indulging power, ' I think it is 
no {mall encouragement to fin, that you may 
have abſolution whenever you pleaſe to have re- 
courſe to one of your prieſts. . 

Pap. Well, Sir, at any rate you will have it, 
that the promiſe Jeſus Chriſt made to the paſtors 
of his church, of abſolving or forgiving thoſe in 
heaven, whom they would abſolve or forgive on 


earth, taken in its plain, obvious ſenſe, is an en- 


couragement to ſin. But pray do not you believe, 
and is it not the doctrine of your church, that every 
finner, independent of an application made to 


any paſtor of the church, may, on a ſincere, pe» * ? 
nittent confeſſion made to God alone, hope for par- 


don and abſolution from all his ſins, and from all 
the puniſhment due to them? _ «=» 
Prot. We do, and this is a doctrine we com- 


fort ourſelves with, and it is grounded on the pro- 


ai . Pap. 
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cs - Becauſe, 


alone: now, Sir, where is the great ſhame, com- 
fuſian, or repugnance in retiring into a cloſet, in 


1 Why is not TY BOY of divine mercy 


to the: finer, when he has a mind to confeſs to Te 


God alone, an encouragement to fin, ſince he may 


expect pardon, whenever he is pleaſed to — re- 
C urſe to the divine mercy ? 


Prot. I think the reaſon is plain: becauſe a con- 
feſſion made to God alone, with a true, penitent 


heart, is the work; not of man alone, but of the 


divine grace, which can never excite to fin. It is 
alſo. made to the ſupreme ſearcher of hearts, who 
| ze.of the ſincerity of the penitent.0 

| Ap. ery right, Sir, you ſeem then to think, 
that a confeſſion. made with a true penitent heart to 


God, through the miniſtry of a paſtor of the 
church, is the work of man alone. Can you ſe- 
nouſſy think ſo? but pray, Sir, let me aſk: you 


one n: The more humbling a confeſſion is 


to a ſinner, the more repugnant it is to his cor- 
rupt nature, the more mortifying it is to his 


pride, 22 more capable it is of confounding him: 


i chere not required a greater e Ess 


ta make ſuch a eonfeſſiun? 
- Prot. Let us ſuppoſe it does. 
Pap. It is evident then, that confeſſion, bn 


ned! in our church, is accompanied with: the mw 
mentioned characters, but not as it is in _ 
Prot. Ho ſo, Sir ? 


hoy 


your church, y you re require caly 
ſin, a confeſſion made: to God 


for: _ remiſſion 


confeſſing our ſins ta a Gad, ta whoſe all- ſeeing 


eye the flighteſt blemiſtr in ous ſouls is already 


eanfpicuous ? whereas, in our church, the con- 
ſeſſion muſt be made to God, through the mini- 
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FE 
ful weakneſſes muſt be diſcloſed, and which the 


pride of our hearts would fain hide from the eyes 


of all mankind. - This confeſſion, with all its 
humbling circumſtances, we look upon as eſſen · 


tially connected with the due exerciſe of the power 
of binding and looſing, of forgiving or retaining 
ſin, which Jeſus Chriſt has in the ſtrongeſt terms 
bequeathed to the paſtors of his church. Now to 
repreſent this confeſſion, as your fore- mentioned 
Author does, as a ſcheme contrived by ambitious, 
ill- deſigning men, who laid this burthenſome yoke 


on themſelves, as well as on the reſt of mankind, ' 
has all the air of an extravagant fiction; and to 


declaim againſt it as an encouragement to ſin, is 
a moſt glaring falſnood refuted by the experience 
of all ages. What then, if the popiſh pariſhioners 


of your zealous miniſter find by their own ex- 


Xerience, that frequenting our tribunals of con- 
Eon, qualifying themſelves: for abſolutions and 
jubilees, lay a reſtraint on their vicious paſſions, 
contribute to. preſerve them from ſin, and to re- 


ſtore that interior purity. of ſoul, ſo neceſſary to 
render us acceptable to God: If, on the contrary, 


they find by the ſame experience, that a neglect 
of confeſſion, a contempt of abſolutions and jubi- 


| lees takes away all reſtraint; looſens the reins of 


their vicious paſſions, and plunges them into the 
mire of their ſenſualities, what muſt they think of 
his declamations againſt the falſhood, artifice and 
yanity of theſe confeſſions, abſolutions and jubi- 
lees, or of his aſſertions, that they are an.encou- 
ragement to ſin ? muſt they not look upon them as 
calumny and deceit? will they not be apt to con- 
ſider his proteſtations, his tender profeſſions of love 
and zeal for the ſalvation of their ſouls, to be acc 
cording to the admonition of the Apoſtle, tze 
18 ; ES counterfeit | 


1 


ef the provitieg wall he et 
_ cloaths, who ſeeks to — the flock ? po 
- Pros. 1 perceive, Sir, your zeal is heated as 


counnieibiie bleatiigs 


mag: as that of our Author: but you may ſay 
what you pleaſe in favour of your popiſ con- 
feſſions, abſolutions and jubilees: yet after all I 
think it ridiculous to impoſe ſo burthenſome a 
yoke on the Chriſtian world, when an ample re- 
miſſion of fin can be obtained by a confeſſion made 
to God alone. | 

Pap. If ſo, you reduee the prĩeſtly power of 
binding and looſing, of remitting and retaining 
ſin, expreſſed in feripture, to a meer ſhadow ; 
J would be glad to know how the priefts of your 
church can be ſaid to bind or looſe; or in ſhort, 
how do they exereiſe that power bequeathed by 


Jeſus Chriſt to the firſt paſtors of his church, and 


ttoned zealous paſtor, who judictouſly obſerves, 


their ſucceſſors, of forgiving or retaining "IF I 
Prot. Sir, the prieſts of our ehurch exerciſe the 
power of binding and looling, or abſolving us from 
the ſhackles of our fins; © when, like faithful ſtew- 
* ards of Chriſt, they preach or declare unto us the 
terms upon which he has declared, that falvation, 
„ and conſequently a remiſſion or abſalution from 
& our fins ſhall be obtained.“ Thus our fore-men- 


that the abſolutions in our church are merely de- 
clarative, as far as they regard ſinners being reſ- 
tored to forgiveneſs and mercy with the Almighty. 
Pap. Very well, Sir, according to this expoſi- 


tion, any layman, whoin the abſence of a par- 


ſon, is called to viſit a dying member of your 
- communion oppreſſed with ſm, if in a patherie 

- train he inforces the terms of a ſincere 
| tance; upon which remiſſion of fig and falvation 
are to be obtained; or if he denounees to the. im- 
1 | penitent 


L bf 4 
| penitent and obſtinate the dreadful judgments of 
God, then he exerciſes the office of the keys, or 
the power of binding and looſing, with as much 
benefit and advantage as the patſon could; or in 
fine, if the patient himſelf is thoroughly in- 
ſtructed in the terms of remiſſion of ſin and fal- 
vation, he need not trouble himſelf about the 
miniſtry of any paſtor whomſoever of his church, 
or about his declarative ſentence: as independent 
of it, he may obtain a releaſe from the ſhackles of 
his fins by complying with the terms propoſed. 
What is all this, but reducing to a mere phan- 
tom the ſacred prerogative of the keys of the hea · 
venly kingdom, and the power of binding and 
looſing bequeathed by Jefus Chriſt to the paſtors 
of his church in ſuch plain words, as will eternal- 
ly confate, the ſtrained interpretations you put on 
them? reflect, Sir, for once, he did not ſay to 
them, whatſoever you ſhall declare to be bound, 
looſed, or forgiven on earth, ſhall be fo in heaven, 
but whatever you ſball bind or looſe, or forgive on 
earth, ſhall be ſo in heaven. oh 
Prot. What, Sir, if a member of your church, 
in a dying way, cannot find one of your prieſts to 
hear his confeſſion, and to abſolve him, muſt he 
be damned for ever, let him be ever ſo penitent ? 
This is ſhocking doctrine, inconſiſtent with the 
mercies of God! „„ * : 
Pap. Sir, we do not teach that doctrine: we 
admit a perſon in the forementioned circumſtances 
can be ſaved by a ſincere act of perfect contrition 
or repentance: but this act neceſſarily muſt in- 
clude an ardent deſire of confeſling his ſins, if it 
could be done, and when it can be done, to the 
paſtors of the church, in order to obtain abſolu- 
tion: and the Almi) we believe, is ſo 3 
| de, „„ ul 
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ful as to accept the will for the deed, in ſuch an 
Emergency. : « e e 
Prot. I perceive, Sir, you are ſo ſtrongly fet- 
tered with the ſhackles of ſuperſtition, as not to 
be eaſily beat out of the extravagant notions you 
conceive of your popiſh jubilees, abſolutions and 
indulgences. Prejudices early imbibed are moſt 
commonly too hard for reaſon to overcome. 

Hap. Very fine indeed. The doctrine of our 
.church. muſt be deemed ſuperſtitious, becauſe it 
does not chime with your reaſon or fancy. But, 


pray, Sir, can any doctrines be juſtly reputed ſu- 


pPerſtitious, that are grounded on the holy ſcrip- 
s Tures?. — | SG 7 
Prot. By no means. The holy ſcriptures alone 
are our unerring rule of faith. 5 
Pap. Very well, Sir, I examine theſe ſcriptures. 
I caſt my eyes on the xvith Chap. of St. Matthew. 
I. therein read theſe memorable words addreſſed by 
Jeſus Chriſt to St. Peter, the firſt paſtor of his 
church. 7 ſay unto thee, that thou art Peter, that 
is a rock, and upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt ii: 
and I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on earth ſhall 
be. bound in heaven; and whatſoever thou ſhall looſe 
on earib ſhall be looſed in heaven. - I afterwards 
E caſt my eyes on the 18th chap. of the ſame Evan- 
geliſt, wherein Jeſus Chriſt declares, in the 17th 
and 18th v. that he who will not hear his church, 
is to be reputed as a heathen and publican ; and 
that whatſoever her firſt paſtors, his Apoſtles, ſhould 
bind on earth, ſhould be bound in heaven, and 
- whatſoever they ſhould looſe upon earth, ſhould be 
alſo looſed in heaven. I then peruſe the xxth chap. 
of St. John, 22d and 23d v. wherein I _— 
5 | | e 


1 
he, after breathing on his diſciples, addreſſes them 
in theſe memorable words: Receive ye the Holy 
Ghoſt, whoſe ſins you ſhall forgive, they are 
„ forgiven them; and whoſe ſins you ſhall retain, 
they are retained.” I conſider attentively theſe 
three remarkable fore- mentioned paſlages in the 
holy ſcriptures. I find, in conſequence of the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven given by our Sa- 
viour to St. Peter, in the firſt paſſage, a ſucceſſion 
of paſtors in his ſee for neaf 1800 years, claiming 
and exerciſing a power of granting indulgences to 


ſinners, or of looſing thoſe bonds which obſtruthßh 


their entrance into the kingdom of heaven. I find 
the power of granting abſolutions, or remiffion of 
fin, to have been at the æra of your reformation, 
the doctrine and practice of the univerſal church, 
grounded upon the 2d and 3d paſſage. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, if we are to believe you, and 
your zealous epiſtolary controvertiſt, there is not 
the leaſt foundation in the ſcriptures for the doctrine 

of Popiſh' jubilees, indulgences and abſolutions; 
all Chriſtendom was tricked into a belief of theſe 

_ doctrines. by a few crafty, ambitious, deſigning 
men, who domineered over the faith and con- 
ſciences of mankind, until the impoſture was un- 


maſked by the firſt reformers. As for the for- 


mentioned texts of holy ſcripture, according to his 
learned, ingenious comments upon them, they af. 
ford no manner of foundation: for although our 
divine Redeemer promiſed in them to give the keys 
of his heavenly kingdom to St. Peter, he affures 
us it was not the keys of his heavenly kingdom 
he meant, but the keys of the goſpel, that is, 
power to preach the goſpel : although he aſſured 
his diſciples, that whatſoever they ſhould bind or 
looſe on earth, ſhould be bound and looſed in he- 
+ ven, 
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ven, according to him, they received no power of 
binding or looſing the ſhackles of our ſins, but 
only were authoriſed to declare thoſe finners who 
are to be bound or unlooſed from them; and tho” 
Jeſus Chrift breathed on his diſciples aſſembled 
together before his aſcenſion, conferred upon them 
the Holy Ghoſt, and in expreſs literal terms, de- 
clared, that whoſe fins they ſhould forgive, ſhould 
be forgiven, and whoſe they ſhould retain, ſhould 
be retained : he tells us, that by theſe words they 
received no power of forgiving fin, that by for- 
giving or remitting ſin, in this text, as alſo by the 
power of binding and looſing in the former ones, 
may be underſtood the power of remitting bodily 
infirmities, which he allows the Apoſtles did re- 
ceive, even with the power of reſtoring or taking 
away life. Now in return to the few curious 
queſtions your zealous epiſtolary controvertiſt pro- 
poles to our prieſts to anſwer if they can, I will 
- Propoſe to him one or two to anfwer to his popiſh 
riſhioners, if he can. What is the reaſon, as 
ins are termed, in the ſtile of ſcripture, the cords, 
bonds, or fetters of our fouls, why, in the fore- 


mentioned text, wherein our Saviour promiſed to 


St. Peter the keys of the 1 of heaven, and 
the power of binding and looſing, why, I fay, by 

theſe words may not be underftood the power of 
unlooſing the bonds and fetters of the ſoul, which 
© obſtruct its admiſſion into the kingdom of heaven, 
| as well as © the power of diſcerning ſpirits, or re- 
* moving bodily ills, or binding them on the ob- 
© ſtinate gain-ſayer ?” Again, why, in xxth chap. of 
St. John, by theſe words of Jeſus Chriſt addreſſed 
to his Apoſtles at his Aſcenſion, receive ye the 
Holy Ghoſt, whoſe fins you will forgive, they are 
forgrven, &c. Why I ſay, by theſe I 
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ES 
ble words may not be underſtood literally 


the 


power of forgiving or abſolving from fin, as well 


as the power of curing diſtempers of the body, of 
reſtoring the dead to life, or of taking it away 
from the living, which, according to this ingenious 


commentator, the Apoſtlesdid inconteſtably receive? 
I will preſume to give an anſwer to theſe queſtions 
for him beforehand, until he gives a better; be- 
cauſe the fore · mentioned texts, if taxen in their 


obvious natural ſenſe, would afford too ſtrong 2 
foundation for the doctrine of popiſh abſolutions, 
jubilees and indulgences, and it is better the moſt 
harſh, violent, and ſtrained interpretations I have 
mentioned ffrould be admitted, than that fo great 


an inconvenience ſhould follow. 


Fot. But ſuppoſing I ſhould allow, that the 
Apoſtles were, according to the literal fignifica- 
tion of Chriſt's words, inveſted with the ö 


dinary prerogative or power of abſolving from fin, 


why ſhould this power be any more extended to 


their ſucceſſors, than' the power of working mi- 


racles ? 

Pap. Becauſe the power of working miracles 
was firſt granted in favour of our heathen anceſ- 
tors to convince them of the truth of the goſpel, 
the Apoſtles preached to them, and was judged 
by our divine Redeemer requiſite for the efta- 
bliſhment of the church in her infancy; butthe 
power of abſolving, like that of baptizing and 
preaching, was mercifully granted in favour of 
all ſinners, of all the members of the church, and 
therefore was not limited to the Apoſtles alone, 
but was extended to their ſucceſſors, with whom 
Jeſus Chriſt promiſed to remain to the end of the 


World. Now, Sir, as as you have juſt told me, 


Wee e 93-008 rule of our belief 
ofů • 


+ T 


_ expounded by you, or by that zealous ' miniſter 


your church is more infallible in her expoſition” of 
the ſcriptures than ours? 2 1 e 
among a ſet of fallible men. I do not admit it in 
” any human ſociety whatſoever ; beſides, I deteſt 
| thoſe ſlaviſh ſyſtems, or principles of religion, 


man, which fetter our intellectual, our religious 
Hberty, that of all the different ſpecies of liberty, 
is the moſt noble and moſt valuable. I abhor 
thoſe ſhackles which are forged for our under- 


neering eccleſiaſtics, no leſs than thoſe chains which, 
the ſcriptures as interpreted by my own private 


judgment, and not by this, or that, or any ſociety. 
whatſoever, is my rule of faith; nor do I think 


out of ſcripture. 3 5 ts 
... Pap. You ſeem, Sir, to have more elevated no- 
© tions of religious liberty than the Apoſtle had, 
I who ſpeaks of the capiivating our underſtandings. 
io the obedience of faith, of ſubmitting ourſelues 


church under the penalty of being deemed as bea- 


deem an interpretation of ſcripture, according to 
bs * a 


any doctrine, I ſhall propoſe' this one queſtion to 
von, before we finiſh this conference, whether 
the ſcripture, particularly with regard to the fore- 
mentioned texts, is to be a rule of faith, as it is 


before-cited, or by your church; and whether 


- Prot. I take infallibility to be a mere chimera 


which entail a ſervile ſubjection on the mind of 


ſtandings, by a junto of ambitious, crafty, domi- 


are forged by tyrants for our bodies: hence, Sir, 


myſelf obliged to admit any article, or tenet of 
religion, unleſs I am perſuaded it can be proved 


to our rulers, who are to give an account of our 
ſeriptures ſomewhere require our hearing the 


1 : thens or publicans. Be that. as it will, ſince vou 5 


. 


5 . 


| each believers private judgment, to be the ſole 


I ſuppoſe you will extend that rule to every indi- 


| texts before ſo often cited in 17 25 of that doc- 


timents which you always challenge as an inge. 
1 , Hh $2 . n F a _ IJ 5 rent 4 
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rent right of every individual of mankind, and to 
proceed in their devotions in this holy year of ju- 
. bilee, without beſtowing any more o your illibe- 
ral, inconſiſtent cenſures on them, until you can 
convince them of the following articles: iſt, That 
Four own, or your church's interpretation of 
ſcripture is more ſecure, more natural, or more 
"infallible than that of their's. adly, That Jeſus 


church to raiſe the dead to life, and to take it 
away from the living, as your zealous miniſter al- 


from fin, or from the penalties annexed thereto, 
which is what we underſtand by our abſolutions 
and jubilees. gdly, That, ſuppoſing Jeſus Chriſt 
could, and was willing to give the 


1 


| 1 ioc uur ye ſpall bind, whatſoever ye ſball looſe, whatſo- 


ever fins you ſhall remit or retain, ſhall be, &c. &c. 


= aAthly, That he could not, or did not entail that 
power on their ſucceſſors, with whom he how- 
= ever promiſed to remain to the end of the world. 
Laſtiy, That it is more natural to underſtand, by 
= theſe expreſſions of our Saviour, viz, binding and 
bone, forgiving and retaining fin, a power of 
= curing; bodily infirmities, or of diſcerning ſpirits, 


4 * 


= than a power of abſolving from ſin, or of granting 
= Jjubilees and indulgences, When you can con- 
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los, but could not give them a power to abſolve 


a m ſuch a power, 
he could make uſe of ſtronger and more perſpicuous 
terms to confer it, than thoſe he made uſe of. What- 


Y vince me of the truth of the foregaing articles, I pro- 


Chriſt could give a power to the firſt paſtors of his 


Pins 


4 


w- 
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7. 


tas] 


in fontimenia of religion with each otrher, I hope 


we ſhall notwitſtanding agree in ſentiments of mu- 
tual friendſhip and affection. "> 


Pap. I have reaſon to entertain ſome doubt = 


thereof on your part. Ear, 
Prot. You ſurprize me, Sir; explain your doubt. 
Pap. Do you not believe me to be a zealous 


Papiſt, and a zealous advocate for the doctrine of 


F 


'  , Our church concerning abſolutions, jubilees and 


* pineſs, - doctrines, againſt which the honeſterk 
principles, and even the moſt, humane heart, "are ), 
_ © ſcarcely proof; and when, by the powerful influ⸗ 
ene f theſe doctrines, the molt horrid crimes as 
committed, the Roman pontiffs have abſohutions,= 
* indulgences ang pardons plentifully in ſtore, and 
_ © whichevery village prieſt is ready to diſpenſęe 

4 the wretch that kneels before h 3x 


46 you all the turbulent, and ungoverned appetites ok 3 
* mankind, which ſpread their baleful influence over = 
* the whole land, and bear againſt thoſe very laws, = 


.* enceo 


* 


- 


4 


3 
n 


inn ]?ĩ?]?v 
Prot. I certainly do. 
Pap. Pray, Sir, how is it 


& 4&tions, which renders him an avowed enemy to 


the civil rights of mankind, which infuſes a tur- 


* bulent, perfidious ſpirit into him, and deſtroys all 


ground of confidence between him and his 
friend? how can you be ſincere in your attachment 
to an advocate of doctrines, whoſe genuine fruits 


<< are violence and bloodſhed, which let looſe upon 


* which. were meant to be the bulwarks of our ha 


* 


im, even with 


_ * 
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poſſible for you to 
harbour ſentiments of friendſhip or affection for 
any perſon whatſoever, profeſſing a religion, which 
* encourages him to perpetrate the moſt nefarious” 


* heart ſtill wedded to fin, and without any a 
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FE  *renceof his former gur vl Such is the reprefen- 
EK tation your miniſter. of the eſtabliſhed church gives 
of the tenets of popery, with regard to abſolutions 
and indulgences, through the courſe of his four 
Letters addrefled to his popiſh, pariſhioners, and then 
modeſtly tells them, that if it be thought uneha- 
| 5 ritable in him to repreſent their religion in ſuch 
— 1 & ight as may render them obnoxious, that the 
1 faule lies in the tenets thereof, and not in his re- 
WE. © preſentation.” Now, Sir, if you harbour ſo unt 
favourable an opinion of my religion, and its in- 
= fluence on my mind as this epiſtolary writer would 
4A loin inſpire you with, how can I. ay ng your ex: 
R preſſions of friendſhip and affection f for me to ** 
wvſincere? 
ot. I aſſure you, Sir, chat neither the ver- 
lit 1 boſe declamation of that zealous gentleman agaunt 
118 popery, and its tenets, nor any prejudices of re- 
VFbeaion, ſhall' ever in the leaſt diminiſh the friend- 
ip and attachment I have to you, and to my 
11 er friends of your communion. We muſt make 
eme allowances for the intemperate zeal of thoſe 
Hot-brained zealots, whereof ſome I fancy are 
0 be found in every church, and who are the 
beaſt qualified to make converts to any, 1 -muſt 
pig you adieu. My buſineſs calls n KOT | 
umble ſervant, Sir. 4 K 33 
F ; 2 an Jonny Sir. VV 
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